N. 0.  CUCURBITACEAE                                   1153
applied as a lep to the whole body to induce perspiration in fever,
the green fiuit is chewed to cure sores on the tongue.
The bark of the root, dried and reduced to powder, is said to
act as e good cathartic, in a dose of 30 grains (Taylor).
The leaves are applied externally in eruptions of the skin, and
the plant internally in gonorrhoea (Balfour).
The leaves, mixed with ghiy are applied as a liniment to sores.
The whole plant, bruised and mixed with the oil of Euphorbia neri-
ifoha and powdered cumin seeds, is administered in special diseases
(Atkinson).
Among the Mundas of Chota Nagpur the sap of this plant, mixed
with mustard oil and water, is used as a remedy for earache, a few
drops being poured into the ear which is then plugged with cotton.
The cooked leaves are considered very useful in diabetes.
The plant has the reputation in Bengal of having a remarkable
effect in reducing die amount of sugar in the urine of patients suffer-
ing from diabetes mellitus. The fresh juice extracted from the roots
and leaves, either by itself or in combination with certain metallic
preparations, is given in the treatment of diabetes.
The plant contains an enzyme with amylolytic properties, a
hormone, and traces of an alkaloid. None of these substances
reduces sugar when administered subcutaneously to rabbits. Fresh
juice extracted from the leaves, stem, and root of the plant produces
no reduction of sugar in the blood or urine of patients suffering
from glycosuria (Chopra and Bose; Ind. Journ. Med. Research, XIII,
1925-26).
The leaves of this plant are boiled in gingelly oil and applied
externally in ringworm, psoriasis, itdh, etc, The oil is also used
as an application to ulcers, and as an injection into chronic sinuses.
Internally the decoction of the leaves and stem is said to be expecto-
rant, antispasniodic, and useful in bronchial catarrh anct bronchitis*
I have" not found either in the oil or the decoction any of lite pro-
perties mentioned above (Koman).
The fruit (Sushruta, Bapat) and the leaves (Roberts) are
prescribed in the treatment of snake-bite. The fruit is also recom-
mended for scorpion-sting (Susliruta).